
• Prayer (and praise!) for the 

campers and leaders that 

went on Summer Camps —

that they’ll continue to 

explore faith in action and 

what that means for the 

communities they’re a part 

of 

• Prayer for the camps team as 

we do a lot of the ‘set up’ 

for camps this year.  

• Praise for the teenagers who 

have already registered for 

autumn camps  

• Prayer for our Wild Wāhine 

programs in April and June  

Kia ora koutou,  

Having just come back from leave after quite a succession of summer camps and events, I’m 
feeling recharged, a bit jolted being in the office after so long, and well and truly looking 
ahead to what I trust will be a magnificent year. What a muddle of feelings.  
 
My summer started in December when I got to spend three weeks with whānau in Australia 
which was such a gift. An ocean swim almost every day, ample time with my niece and 
nephew (we even did an overnight hike together in the Blue Mountains!), good coffee, a big 
family Christmas, and lots of pockets of delight. This provided good input to then lead into 
quite the January.  
 
After summer camps finished, I was able to have a week at home in Tāmaki Makarau 
Auckland, a week at Waitangi with Karuwha Trust overlapping Waitangi Day, and shot back 
to Sydney for a few days to spend some extra time with family. I’ve returned to my home in 
Māngere Bridge, thankful for routine to start again, and at the same time restless after such 
a vibrant two months.  

SUMMER CAMPS 
Three E3 wilderness expeditions were ran in December—Canterbury, Otago, and Bay of 
Islands, which then lead into many January camps a week later! Over January we rounded 
out our year of exploring ‘Faith in Action’ over summer and explored some key people in 
Scripture who had outworked their faith in radical ways.  
 
I had the joy of attending Pōnui Junior on 2 January for a number of days. I spent time with 
the leadership team before campers came, running a workshop on co-leadership, to set the 
tent leaders up for success as they navigated camp with their ‘buddy leader’. The leaders 
were a switched-on group of people, not to mention Georgia Gill who did a superb job team 
leading Pōnui Junior for the first time all the way through.  
 
I then made my way down to Raglan for Raglan Surfari. I stepped up to support our team 
leader for the second half of camp, and was stoked to be there again. This marks my seventh 
surf camp—I haven’t missed one yet, it doesn’t feel like summer until I experience surf 
camp! I was encouraged to see how the leaders prioritized the spiritual tone of camp, and 
were constantly stepping up when it came to facilitation and ideas of how to deepen the 
faith lives of their campers.  
 
My third event of January was spent in Cambridge with the Venn Foundation. They ran 
Summer Conference, eight days of teaching and fellowship with 100 young adults. SUNZ had 
five of our leaders there, and then another 5-10 affiliated with SUNZ. A beautiful example of 
the homogenous nature of Christian organisations in New Zealand. I was honoured to do 
some facilitation that week, running a sports day and a small group. 
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E-mail: natalie.d@sunz.org.nz For my final trick, I flew down to Christchurch and team lead Canterbury Wind n Water. This 
was a new camp for me, and it was an unusual feeling running a camp in the South Island 
where I was reliant on others for the information I received, gathering the gear and sorting 
a lot of the logistics. Trusting the process, as usual, proved the best thing to do as camp was 
great! I chatted to two of the leaders who had been before, posing the possibility of them 
stepping up into future team leadership of the camp. We checked in on the last day, and 
they said after a week of observation and stepping up in different ways, that they would be 
keen to take it on! Woohoo! I’ll be working with them this year to set them up for next 
year’s camp. This camp was on Banks Penninsula at Takumatua, one harbour over from 
Akaroa—a beautiful backdrop for an amazing end to my lineup of January summer camps.

We’ve now hit our planning months, and with our annual camps brochure and website 
almost there, we’re working towards some leadership weekends for the first half of the 
year. All SUNZ staff will gather in Ōtaki for our annual hui. Beyond Experience, SUNZ’s year 
long leadership program kicks off soon with an April gathering. Wild Wāhine is also back 
with a weekend in April and June. In May we also have the biennial Team Leader retreat. 
On that note, I’m excited to be sharing more with you soon about what a star cast of team 
leaders we have currently and trained up in the near future!   
 

Finally, a few encouraging comments from our campers on the question “What have you 
learnt through the studies on your summer camp and how has this affected your life?”: 
 “That I should be more obedient towards God and speak up about injustices I might 
see daily.” 
 “Talking about servicing others and being humble in the studies has stuck in my 
head and made me want to become better at those and seeing God's love through the 
leaders is an example for me.” 
 “I learnt that I am not the only one who is wanting to lean in more to God. It’s cool 
because I honestly feel so alone in it at school sometimes. I was inspired by other campers 
who knew much more than I did and I learnt that it’s my responsibility- as in my 
relationship with God is my responsibility. Not my parents or my youth leader.” 
 “There was a lot of good stuff in the sessions on camp, that has really challenged 
me personally. In particular, learning to serving others like Jesus did and with the heart for 
others that he had, as well as (like Lydia) being more open with other people and 
hospitable. I've been trying to be more intentional with this back home, being more 
intentional in maintaining friendships and connections formed at camp, and be intentional 
with the space I create to spend time with God each day.” 
 

Thanks to you all, as always, for your multi-faceted support. This work 
couldn’t happen without you.  
 Ngā mihi nui, Natalie 
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